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Dear Parents/ Carers
I am writing to you to explain how expeditions for the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (DofE) are organised and supervised here at Anytown DofE Centre.

The DofE has a full training programme that every DofE participant needs to undertake before they will be allowed to take part in their qualifying expedition.  This will include training in skills such as:

· Camp craft
· Cooking
· First aid
· Navigation
· Teamwork
· Observation and recording
· Emergency procedures
· Awareness of risk and health and safety procedures
· Country, Highway and Watersports Code

This training will be done both in theory and practical sessions.  In order to gain the best experience for your child they should attend all sessions.

During this training the DofE Leaders/Supervisors will gradually give the team more and more responsibility so that they are able to journey unaccompanied without the Supervisor present.

A practice expedition is arranged during which time the team have the opportunity to practice all of the skills that they have learnt.  One of these key skills is being able to make decisions themselves without a Supervisor intervening.  During the practice the team will therefore have the opportunity to travel without a Supervisor present and the Supervisor will supervise remotely.  If necessary, more than one practice expedition may be arranged.

On the assessed expedition the team will at all times be supervised remotely.  This means that a Supervisor will not constantly be accompanying the team, nor will they be in constant sight or sound of the Supervisor.  The Supervisor will meet up with the team on a few occasions during the day and will see the team in the evening at the camp site.  This allows the Supervisor to check on the team’s safety and welfare whilst still allowing the team the experience of being on their own.

If you have any questions about these arrangements please do not hesitate to contact me.

J Bloggs	
DofE Co-ordinator	
Anytown DofE Centre
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